The effect of crayfish plague pathogen infection on growth of
juvenile marbled crayfish Procambarus virginalis
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BACKGROUND STUDY AIMS

Investment in Immune response affects invasion success. To examine the energetic costs
Effective iImmune function may be costly, and lead to a trade-off between these  immune response to infection

traits in an invader. by crayfish plague pathogen
(Aphanomyces astaci strain
Psl) on growth & mortality of
juvenile marbled crayfish.
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CONCLUSIONS

 Observed short term effect of exposure to pathogen on growth of juvenile marbled crayfish (effect of acute
activation of iImmune system)

Future directions:
* to Identify whtether these effects are visible in the long- term, upon cesation of infection trials

* to analyse long term effects of trade-offs between chronic and acute activation of the immune system and growth
on the Iinvasive success of marbled crayfish using dynamic energy budget (DEB) models

This research was financed by:

- .I HYZ7

UNIVERSITY OF ZALREB -
, FACULTY OF SCIENCE )
¢ Department of Biology Croatian Science

Foundation




